THE UNIVERSITIES AND THE EUROPEAN MIND
on the accession of Henry II is immediate and dramatic.
Stephen's anarchy had done immense harm to English fields
and had taken a heavy toll of English lives, but it did no havoc
to English characteristics, for England was even more medieval
than the Continent at this date in the fullness of its possession
of the characteristically medieval armour of the extremist
spirit, tough enough to withstand and resilient enough to
provide recovery from the psychological effects of nineteen
years of anarchy.
2. The Civilized Society: Canterbury
It was against such a psychological background as this that
the university movement was set. The fundamental psychology
of the people who made it was from one point of view crude
and elemental, from another, subtle and complicated. The
universities did not change these characteristics. They inten-
sified them and they purged them. They enabled the medieval
man to play his part in the immemorial effort of humanity to
build the civilized city of his dreams; and they made his
struggle to create a social structure at once truly civilized and
truly medieval come not far short of fulfilment. It failed to
achieve either perfection or permanence, as every great civi-
lizing movement in the past and the present has failed, but
it left a notable legacy and a long tale of solid gains made for
the benefit of those who were to come after.
No true civilization is possible where the things of the mind
are not valued at their proper worth, where there is not
aesthetic and intellectual awareness. Of the aesthetic awareness
of the twelfth century its great cathedrals eloquently testify; of
its intellectual awareness the thronged schools and universities
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